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 WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives approved $1 million to develop a wind energy demonstration project at Mount Wachusett Community College in Gardner. 

 The funding is included in the fiscal year (FY) 2006 Energy and Water Appropriations conference report approved by the House today.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.  After the Senate approves the conference report, which it is expected to do shortly, it would then go to president’s desk to be signed into law. 

 "Wind technology holds great promise as a local, renewable form of energy," Olver said. "This demonstration project will show how wind energy will reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, increase national security and encourage local economic development." 

 This funding will allow Mount Wachusett Community College to develop a renewable energy demonstration project to examine the feasibility of constructing wind turbines to increase the use of renewable wind energy for area residents. 

 The results of this project will be used to demonstrate the viability of similar projects throughout the region and to help spur economic development by creating a demand for turbine component manufacturing in the Northern Tier region of Massachusetts. 

 Mount Wachusett Community College has been successful in demonstrating other renewable energy technologies such as the 5 kWe photovoltaic array installed on the college’s roof, the biomass heating system, and the 75kWe wood cogeneration gasification system currently being manufactured for the college.  This project will also have an educational component that will contribute to the college’s efforts to develop a renewable energy laboratory on the Gardner campus. 

 This project also will allow two local municipal light companies, Templeton and Ashburnham Municipal Light Companies, the opportunity to collaborate with the college and benefit from the energy production. 

 The demonstration project is an outgrowth of a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier.  Located in northwest Massachusetts, running from the New York border east to Gardner, the Northern Tier region faces unique economic challenges stemming from the historic loss of its manufacturing base, and census data has shown that many of the state’s poorest communities are concentrated here. 

 To address these challenges, in FY03 Congressman Olver secured $150,000 in federal funding for the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) to create a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier. 

 FRCOG commissioned Mt. Auburn Associates of Northampton, a consulting firm specializing in economic development issues. The firm spent a year working with a steering committee of regional planners, economic development and housing officials, and political and business leaders to develop the plan, which was completed in the fall of 2004. 

 Renewable Energy was one of six strategic areas that the study highlighted as potential economic generators in the Northern tier.  Renewable energy is cited by a wide range of sources as being the fastest growing source of new electricity generation in the world.  Regionally, the presence of wind, biomass, and hydro resources in the Northern Tier has and will continue to drive activities to develop commercial and demonstration renewable energy projects throughout the region.  The goal of the Northern Tier’s Renewable Energy was to build collaboration through education, research and manufacturing efforts. 

 ###

  For more information, contact Edward Terceiro, Executive Vice President, Mount Wachusett Community College, at 978-630-9103  
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